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clients of the ancient Italian house of the Herennii, and he himself owed his
election to the tribunate (119 B.C.) to the patronage of the great Roman family
of lohe Metelli. But though a genuine sou of the people his tribunate was
uneventful. It was as a soldier and not as a politician that he made his mark,
and it was his position as a soldier, who yet was not a noble, that gave him
his value in the eyes of the leaders of the popular party. The crisis which
brought him to the front was not a domestic one. It was neither an agrarian
reform, nor the control of the courts, nor even the enfranchisement of the Italian
allies, but a question of foreign policy and military administration which
gave the popular party their opportunity. The failure of the senate to punish
Jugurtha's audacious usurpation of the throne of Numidia, and the suspicion
that their acquiescence had been purchased by Numidian gold, had deeply moved
publici feeling in Rome, and the indignation was increased by the disasters
which marked the opening of the war which the senate had at last been forced
to declare. In 110 C. Mamilius, a tribune, secured the appointment of a special
commission to inquire into the whole matter and to punish the guilty persons.
Two years later, although the conduct of the war was now in the capable hands
of C. Metellus, it was decided to run a popular candidate for the consulship and
to give him the command in Numidia, Marius, then serving as a legate under
Metellus, was selected. He was triumphantly elected, and although the senate
had determined to keep Metellus in Africa, and had assigned other provinces to
the consuls, the people, on the proposal of a tribune, cancelled the arrangement
and assigned Numidia and the conduct of the war to Marius. It cannot be said
that the democratic general added much to his reputation by his Numidian
campaigns, and the credit for the capture of Jugurtha in 106 B.C. belonged
mainly to his future rival, Sulla. Fortune, however, gave him a greater oppor-
tunity for distinction and the people a fresh occasion for displaying their con-
fidence in him. For forty years no foreign foe had arisen formidable enough to
threaten seriously the supremacy of Rome. But the twenty years which
followed the capture of Jugurtha witnessed not only the war with the Italian
allies for mastery in Italy, but the conflict with the Germans in the west and
with Mithridates in the east. One result of both was the addition of wide
territories to the empire. Politically the consequences were as- important, for
the crisis in both cases brought out the inadequacy of the existing administrative
machinery, and justified the action of the people in concentrating wide and excep-
tional authority in the hands of the one or two men who proved themselves
capable of dealing with the emergency. The overwhelming political predominance
acquired by Marius, Pompey, and Caesar, though due immediately to a popular
vote, owed still more to the fact that the state of affairs abroad made their
services indispensable and supplied them with a suitable field for their abilities.
Not since the old days of the Gaulish invasion had Rome been so seriously
alarmed as she was by the march southward of the Cimbri and Teutons.
Breaking through the weakened barrier of Celtic tribes which still extended
along the Rhine and Danube the Germans threatened Italy itself. In 113 B.C.
they defeated the consul Co. Papirius Carbo at Noreia in Horicum, and it seemed
probable that they would advance injto Italy through the open eastern gate
between the Adriatic -and tbe Alps, which admitted so many invaders in after
times. But they advanced no farther, and when they reappeared four years
later it was far to the weefc in the yalley of the Rhoue, where a portion at least
of the Helvetii joined them. One Jioman general after another was defeated,
until in 105 B.C. the crowning disaster at Arausio (Orange) seemed to place not
only the fertile district1? of Southern Gaul, but Italy itself at their meroy.
In their alarm the people turned to Marius as the man most likely to retrieve